
2nd Grade 

Family Resources 



 

Families, 

First, we want to thank you for all your support and understanding during this unprecedented 

time. We are working diligently to provide materials and resources for you to reference to keep 

the learning occurring at home and will continually add resources to this page. Please note that 

the resources in these packets do not replace in-class learning but provide optional 

opportunities for students and families to participate in at home.  When looking at the 

resources, please feel free to look at all grade levels to find the best fit for your child.  

We encourage you to visit our website (www.puyallup.k12.wa.us) often for general education 

and any changes that may occur. 

Family Activities: 

Although the activities attached are content specific, we have also added some fun ways to 

engage the whole family. 

• Set aside a family reading time. You can read to self, read to someone else including 

family pets (real or stuffed), or listen to reading.  

• Create family stories.  Have one person start by sharing one or two sentences and then 

have each family member add to the story. You can extend this by having someone 

write down the story and have a record of your family story! 

• Complete daily journaling sharing what went well for the day, activities completed, and 

what you hope to do in the future. 

• Discuss what it means to Show Respect, Solve Problems, and Make Good Decisions 

o Every building in the Puyallup School District has these three expectations as a 

foundation. Discuss what it looks like and sounds like when at home, at school or 

in the community, and online. 

• Infuse math in everyday activities.  Ideas may include: 

o Involving the entire family in preparing meals. You can discuss fractions, 

measuring, shapes, volume, and more. 

o Go on a shape hunt around the house. Play “I Spy” with shapes, both 2D and 3D.  

o Younger students can sort socks, find patterns in windows 

o Older students can work on a budget for the family for groceries or other 

expenses 

• Visit the District’s website and click on CLEVER.  There are several District approved apps 

that can support all concepts, align with our curriculum, support content, and provide 

interactive activities for all grade levels. 

The above information is just a quick list of some ideas, but we know families are the first and 

most important teachers of children.  Our number one priority at this time is to support the 

health and safety of all our students, families, staff, and community. 

http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
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About Tips for Supporting Reading Skills at Home

These tips help parents and caregivers carry out the recom-
mended practices described in the Institute of Education Sciences 
Educator’s practice guide, Foundational Skills to Support Reading 
for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade. Each tip 
highlights evidence-based practices from classroom settings that 
could also help parents or caregivers develop their children’s  
reading at home. A panel of experts developed the practice 
guide. The authors of the practice guide are Barbara Foorman, 
Nicholas Beyler, Kelley Borradaile, Michael Coyne, Carolyn  
Denton, Joseph Dimino, Joshua Furgeson, Lynda Hayes,  
Juliette Henke, Laura Justice, Betsy Keating, Warnick Lewis,  
Samina Sattar, Andrei Streke, Richard Wagner, and Sarah Wissel.
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Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade

About the Evidence for Tips for Supporting Reading Skills at Home 

The evidence supporting the practice guide recommendations comes from studies examining 
interventions in school-based settings; ther efore, although the practices described in the tips 
might be effective in home settings, we did not assess studies of these practices involving 
parents or care givers at home. For more information about the evidence for these practices, 
see the Summary of Evidence for Tips for Supporting Reading Skills at Home.

About the What Works Clearinghouse

The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) reviews the existing research on programs, products, 
practices, and policies in education. Our goal is to provide educators with the information 
they need to make evidence-based decisions. We focus on the results from high quality 
research to answer the question, What works in education? More information is available at 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/WhatWeDo.

About Practice Guides

The U.S. Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences (IES) publishes Practice 
Guides in education to provide educators with the best available evidence and expertise on 
current challenges in education. The WWC develops Practice Guides in conjunction with an 
expert panel, combining the panel’s expertise with the findings of existing rigorous research 
to produce specific recommendations for addressing these challenges.

Practice guides published by IES are available on the WWC website at https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/
wwc/PracticeGuides.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/WhatWeDo
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides


1 Have conversations before, during,  
and after reading together

These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten through third grade.

Having conversations when reading with children helps them develop higher-
level thinking and language skills, such as predicting, problem solving, or 
contrasting. While reading books aloud, ask the child questions and talk about 
the content of the story together before, during, and after reading.

• Use open-ended questions to ask the child to think about the book’s messages and 
what is happening. See the box below for examples of questions to ask children 
when reading different types of books.

• Ask the child to apply the book’s messages to the world around him by connecting 
events to his own life.

• Ask more and more complex questions, so the child continues to build her 
vocabulary and language skills.

• What would happen if you planted  
a tree in the desert? 

• Why do birds fly south for winter?

• Why is it important to recycle?

Example questions for

informational books
that explain facts about the world, 
such as books about animals

 

? • Why did the character do what he did?

• What else could she have done?

• If you were in that story, what would 
you have done?

Example questions for

narrative books
that are about a series of events,  

 whether fictional or nonfictional,
such as stories

What skills will this practice help build? 
Having conversations about what they are reading helps children build vocabulary and develop skills using 
language typically found in school settings. Building their skills to think and connect ideas from many contexts 
allows children to follow more complex language, which they might find in stories, instructions, and descrip-
tions of historical events or nature.
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2  Help children learn how to break sentences  
into words and words into syllables

These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten and first grade.

Before children can identify letter sounds in words or reading, they can learn 
how spoken language can be broken down into smaller pieces.

• Show children that they can break down sentences into words. 
o Practice identifying the words in a sentence by saying a sentence aloud and 

asking the child to count the number of words in that sentence. 
o For instance, have the child count the number of words in the sentence “The boy 

ate two pieces of pizza” and correct any mistakes.
• Talk about how to combine two words to form another word and about how some words 

can be broken into smaller words. The box below shows a conversation about this.

Adult:  Sometimes you can put two words together to form another 
word. For example, if I put straw and berry together, I get 
strawberry. What do you get if you put book and shelf together?

Child:  Bookshelf.

Adult:  That’s right! You can also break some words into smaller words.  
What do you get if you take the cow out of cowboy?

 Child:  Boy?
Adult:  That’s right!

After children can identify words in sentences, they can  
begin to break words into syllables. Here are two  
examples of how to show breaking words into syllables:

1. Place your hand under your chin and  
notice the number of times your chin  
moves down as you say a word slowly.

2. Hold up a finger for each syllable as  
you say a word.

After showing these strategies, have the child practice finding syllables in familiar words.

 

A syllable is a part of a word 
that has one vowel sound. 
One or more letters can be the 
vowel sound, and a consonant 
may or may not come before 
and/or follow it. For example, 
the word “banana” has three 
syllables: ba-nan-a.

What skills will this practice help build?
Learning how to identify words in sentences and syllables within words helps children understand how to 
break down the sounds within spoken language. Identifying parts of speech—such as words and syllables—
will prepare children to learn about smaller sounds tied to specific letters. These are skills that a child can 
practice even before he or she has started reading or identifying letter sounds in words.

What Works Clearinghouse™



3 Help children sound out words smoothly
These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten through third grade.

Sounding out a word involves saying the sound of each letter or letter 
combination one by one until the end of the word, and then saying them all 
together again quickly. Help children sound out words by:

• Showing how to say each letter sound in a word, starting at the left-hand letter and 
moving right, and then joining all the sounds together to form the word.

• Stretching and connecting sounds together as much as possible. The box below 
shows an example of how this might sound.

• Reminding children to check their pronunciation after they connect the sounds 
together. For example: 

o Ask if the word makes sense or if it is a real word. 
o Ask if they know the word that they said after saying the letters all together quickly. 
o If the word is not familiar, ask them to read the word again to make sure they 

joined all the sounds together correctly.

 
 

  

 
 

 

  

  

Sounding out words smoothly helps children remember and combine sounds to 

arrive at the correct word. Here is an example with the word man: 

Adult:  How does this word start?
Child:  /mmmm/

Adult:  Then what’s the next sound?
Child: /aaaaa/

Adult:  And then what sound comes next?
Child:  /nnnnn/

Adult:  What happens when you put them together?
Child:  /mmmmaaaannnn/

Adult:  What is the word?
Child: Man!

What skills will this practice help build?  
Recognizing and manipulating sounds that are part of words and linking those sounds to letters is necessary to 
prepare children to read words and understand what they are reading. Children must be able to identify the indi-
vidual sounds that make up the words they hear in speech, name the letters of the alphabet as they appear in 
print, and identify each letter’s corresponding sound(s). When children know a few consonant and vowel sounds 
and their corresponding letters, they can start to sound out and blend those letters into simple words.

What Works Clearinghouse™



4 Model reading fluently by practicing  
reading aloud with your child

These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten and first grade.

Having children read aloud daily, both with 
and without feedback, helps them develop 
the skills of reading accuracy, fluency, and 
comprehension.The boxes below show several 
approaches to use when reading aloud together.

Accuracy is the ability to read 
text aloud accurately, but without 
regard to rate.

Fluency is the ability to read  
a passage of text aloud accurately,
at an appropriate rate, and with 
expression.

 

  

When reading aloud with children:

• Model and provide feedback on proper tone, pausing, and which words to emphasize.
• Set a slow, steady pace, slowing down for words that are challenging. Gradually 

increase the pace, moving on to more difficult books. Remind the child that 
reading fluently does not necessarily mean reading quickly.

• Use familiar books. Make sure that the book is appropriate to the child’s reading 
ability. If the book is too difficult, children can develop poor reading habits.

Take turns reading  
continuous passages 

of a book.

Read the same passage  
of a book aloud at 

the same time.

Read a passage of a book  
aloud and then have the child 
read the same passage aloud.

Passage A
Adult

Passage C
Adult

Passage B
Child

 Passage A

Adult

Child

 Passage A
Adult         Child

What skills will this practice help build?  
Reading books daily, both with and without feedback, can begin as soon as children can identify a few words. 
It requires children to identify words quickly, combine ideas in the book with their background knowledge, ask 
themselves questions about their understanding, and apply strategies to help comprehension and fix misunder-
standings. Then, children can connect with a variety of books of different levels and wide-ranging content.

What Works Clearinghouse™



Afternoon on a Hill

Afternoon on a Hill
by Edna St. Vincent Millay

I will be the gladdest thing

    Under the sun!

I will touch a hundred flowers

    And not pick one.

5I will look at cliffs and clouds

    With quiet eyes,

Watch the wind bow down the grass,

    And the grass rise.

And when lights begin to show

10    Up from the town,

I will mark which must be mine,

    And then start down!

ReadWorks.org



Afternoon on a Hill - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What does the speaker look at in this poem?

A. the sun and moon

B. cliffs and clouds

C. bugs in the grass

2. Which of these phrases from the poem describes part of the setting?

A. "which must be mine"

B. "with quiet eyes"

C. "a hundred flowers"

3. The speaker of the poem wants to enjoy nature without hurting it in any way.

Which evidence from the poem best supports this conclusion?

A. I will touch a hundred flowers / And not pick one.

B. I will mark which must be mine, / And then start down!

C. I will be the gladdest thing / Under the sun!

4. Where is the speaker of the poem spending an afternoon?

A. on a hill

B. in a forest

C. in a town

5. What is this poem mostly about? 

A. enjoying nature without leaving a mark on it

B. the effects of wind on grass, cliffs, and clouds

C. travelling from a hill down to a town

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Afternoon on a Hill - Comprehension Questions

6. Read these lines from the poem:

I will look at cliffs and clouds

With quiet eyes,

Watch the wind bow down the grass,

And the grass rise.

Why might the poet have described the speaker's eyes as "quiet" in the second line of 

the stanza?

A. to hint that the speaker cannot hear or speak at all

B. to show that the speaker was not making any noise

C. to suggest that the speaker's mouth was not staying quiet

7. Read this stanza from the poem:

I will look at cliffs and clouds

With quiet eyes,

Watch the wind bow down the grass,

And the grass rise.

Which of these lines means the same thing as the last line in this stanza?

A. And the grass rises quietly.

B. And the grass might rise.

C. And watch the grass rise.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Afternoon on a Hill - Comprehension Questions

8. What are three things the speaker will see during the afternoon on the hill?

9. What are two things the speaker will do while spending time on the hill? 

10. Based on this poem, how does the speaker feel about spending time in nature? Use 

evidence from the poem to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Crow and the Pitcher

The Crow and the Pitcher
by Aesop

From "Aesop's Fables"

In a spell of dry weather, when the Birds could find very little to drink, a 

thirsty Crow found a pitcher with a little water in it. But the pitcher was high 

and had a narrow neck, and no matter how he tried, the Crow could not 

reach the water. The poor thing felt as if he must die of thirst.

Then an idea came to him. Picking up some small pebbles, he dropped 

them into the pitcher one by one. With each pebble the water rose a little 

higher until at last it was near enough so he could drink.

In a pinch a good use of our wits may help us out.

ReadWorks.org · © 2016 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Crow and the Pitcher - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What does the Crow find?

A. a pitcher with a lot of water in it

B. a pitcher with a little water in it

C. a pitcher with no water in it

2. What problem does the Crow have with the pitcher? 

A. The Crow cannot reach the water in the pitcher.

B. The Crow cannot lift the pitcher with his beak.

C. The Crow cannot tip the pitcher over.

3. Read these sentences about the Crow from the text:

"Then an idea came to him. Picking up some small pebbles, he dropped them into the 

pitcher one by one. With each pebble the water rose a little higher until at last it was 

near enough so he could drink."

Based on this evidence, what idea comes to the Crow?

A. the idea of tipping the pitcher over and drinking the water as it flows out

B. the idea of asking another bird to help him get the water out of the pitcher

C. the idea of dropping pebbles into the pitcher to make the water rise

4. The crow is a good problem-solver. What evidence in the text supports this 

conclusion?

A. The Crow finds a pitcher with a little water in it. 

B. The Crow feels as if he will die of thirst.

C. The Crow figures out how to reach the water in the pitcher.

5. What is the theme of this story? 

A. Some problems cannot be solved.

B. A good idea can solve a difficult problem.

C. The best way to solve a problem is to ask for help.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Crow and the Pitcher - Comprehension Questions

6. Read this sentence from the text:

"In a spell of dry weather, when the Birds could find very little to drink, a thirsty Crow 

found a pitcher with a little water in it."

What does the word "spell" probably mean here?

A. time

B. magic

C. the order of letters in a word

7. Read this sentence from the text:

With each pebble the water rose a little higher until at last it was near enough so he 

could drink.

What does the word "it" refer to in this sentence? 

A. pebble

B. water

C. he

8. What does the Crow drop into the pitcher? 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Crow and the Pitcher - Comprehension Questions

9. What effect do the pebbles have on the water in the pitcher?

10. Describe the Crow based on his actions in the story.

Support your answer with evidence from the text and images.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Understanding Elevators

Understanding Elevators
by Linda Ruggieri

Danisha stepped into the elevator and pushed the button for the twelfth 

floor. It was her first visit to her dad's office.

As the elevator went up, Danisha began wondering: What makes elevators 

move? How could people work or live in tall buildings without elevators?

Danisha sat at a desk while her father worked. She decided to use the 

computer to learn more about elevators. She discovered that elevator cars 

ride up and down in a space called a shaft. Strong cables lift and lower the 
ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Understanding Elevators

elevator.

Danisha read about the history of elevators. She found out that even the 

builders of the ancient pyramids used lifting devices to pick up huge stones.

Modern elevators were designed through a process, or a series of steps, 

Danisha read. Over the years, people worked to make elevators better.

One of those people, Elisha Otis, invented the first safety elevator. His 

elevator would not fall even if the cables broke. Elisha Otis started his own 

elevator company in the United States.

Danisha had learned a lot about elevators. Now she was hungry. Her dad 

was taking her out for lunch. As Danisha rode down the elevator, she 

noticed a sign on the elevator wall. It said Otis Elevator Company!

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Understanding Elevators - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What does Danisha step into and ride up to get to her dad's office?

A. an ancient lifting device 

B. a pyramid

C. an elevator

2. What does this text describe?

A. how Elisha Otis invented the first safety elevator

B. what life was like for the people who built the ancient pyramids

C. how elevators work

3. Read this sentence from the text.

"Danisha had learned a lot about elevators." 

What evidence from the text supports this statement?

A. "Elisha Otis started his own elevator company in the United States." 

B. "She discovered that elevator cars ride up and down in a space called a shaft." 

C. "Danisha stepped into the elevator and pushed the button for the twelfth floor." 

4. Before the first safety elevator, what probably happened to elevators when their 

cables broke?

A. They went up.

B. They stayed in the same place.

C. They fell.

5. What is the main idea of this text?

A. A girl learns about elevators and their history.

B. Modern elevators were designed through a series of steps.

C. The builders of the ancient pyramids used lifting devices to pick up huge stones.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Understanding Elevators - Comprehension Questions

6. Reread the last two paragraphs of the text.

Why might the author have ended the last sentence with an exclamation point? 

A. to compare the elevator Danisha was riding in with ancient lifting devices

B. to explain why Danisha was hungry

C. to show Danisha's excitement and surprise

7. Choose the answer that best completes this sentence.

Danisha wonders what makes elevators move _______ the elevator she is riding in 

goes up.

A. then

B. when

C. before

8. What did Elisha Otis invent?

9. What does the sign on the elevator wall say?

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Understanding Elevators - Comprehension Questions

10. Is there any connection between Elisha Otis and the Otis Elevator Company? 

Support your answer with evidence from the text. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Wonderful Trees

Wonderful Trees
by Arin Lapa

National Image Library

Trees, wonderful trees,

Waving in the breeze

Birds lay eggs and nest,

Squirrels climb up to rest

5Many fruits to be eaten,

Maple syrup to sweeten

Cool shade from the sun,

Bright leaves by the ton

So if you could please,

10Take care of our trees.

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2002 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.




Wonderful Trees - Figurative Language Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. The poet writes, "Birds lay eggs and nest." In this sentence the poet uses "nest" to 

mean

A. a home for birds.

B. a part of a tree.

C. living in and taking care of a nest.

D. a lot of eggs.

2. The poet describes "shade" as 

A. cool.

B. tree.

C. bright.

D. sun.

3. This passage is about

A. the things that trees give us.

B. taking care of trees.

C. the beauty of trees.

D. all of the above.

4. The poet writes, "bright leaves by the ton."  That means

A. there are too many leaves.

B. the leaves are very bright.

C. there are a lot of bright leaves.

D. the tree is losing its leaves.

5. What genre is this passage? How do you know?

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



An Adventure in Africa

An Adventure in Africa
by ReadWorks

It was late at night, but Kevin lay awake in bed. He could not sleep because 

he was very scared. His bed was inside a giant camping tent, and just 

outside the tent were the fields of Africa, filled with wild animals. Kevin 

looked at his parents, who slept soundly in another bed across from him. He 

wondered how they could be so calm. What if a lion came into their tent to 

attack them? It took a long time before Kevin finally fell asleep.

When the sun came up, he felt his mother's hand on his head. "Good 

morning, Kevin!" she said. She looked happy and excited. "Time to wake up 

and go on the safari."

"I'm scared," said Kevin. Before they left America on the airplane, his 

parents had explained to him that a safari was a long drive through nature, 

usually in Africa. During a safari you can see lions and zebras living free, 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



An Adventure in Africa

instead of cooped up in a zoo. "What if we get close to a lion?" he asked.

"Oh, darling," she said. "Like I told you, nothing will happen to us if we listen 

to what our guide says."

Kevin rubbed his eyes and slowly put on his clothes. He listened to the birds 

singing outside and began to feel less afraid. He walked out of the tent into 

bright sunlight, and ate his eggs quickly at the table outside. Then he got 

into a big green jeep with his mother and father. The driver was a kind-

looking man with a bushy gray beard. His name was Jim, and he was their 

guide.

The jeep took off along a dirt road. After a little while Kevin saw something 

move out of the corner of his eye. "Wait!" he said. "I see something!"

Jim stopped the car and told them all to get out. Kevin and his parents 

waited in the tall grass while Jim walked ahead of them and looked around. 

After a minute Jim raised his hands in the air. "Shhh," he whispered. "It's 

nothing dangerous. If we speak loudly, we'll scare it away!" Kevin and his 

parents walked up to where Jim stood, and soon Kevin saw an animal come 

very close to them. It was a beautiful golden creature with dark brown spots 

and a very, very long neck. It had come to eat the leaves of a tall tree. "The 

giraffe is the only animal around here tall enough to reach these leaves," 

whispered Jim. "That's why it always has food to eat."

"Wow," whispered Kevin. He could not believe how close he was to the 

giraffe. All his fears vanished, and he began to get excited about the day to 

come.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



An Adventure in Africa - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Where are Kevin and his parents?

A. in Australia

B. in Africa

C. in America

2. What event made Kevin less afraid of being close to wild animals?

A. Kevin's mom told him that nothing would happen to them if they listen to their guide so 
Kevin was not afraid.

B. Jim, the guide, came to pick up Kevin and his parents to take them on the safari.

C. A giraffe came very close to Kevin while he was on the safari and Kevin was not 
afraid.

3. Kevin was scared when he was in the giant camping tent late at night in Africa. Which 

evidence from the story does NOT support this statement?

A. It took a long time before Kevin could fall asleep.

B. Kevin's parents slept soundly in another bed across from Kevin.

C. Kevin thought about a lion coming into their tent to attack them.

4. How did Kevin's parents most likely feel during the trip to Africa?

A. Kevin's parents were bored during the trip to Africa.

B. Kevin's parents were afraid during the trip to Africa.

C. Kevin's parents were not afraid during the trip to Africa.

5. What is the story mostly about?

A. a boy named Kevin who goes on a safari in Africa with his parents

B. a boy named Kevin who was excited to see many wild animals close up

C. a family that went to Africa to see giraffes

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



An Adventure in Africa - Comprehension Questions

6. Read the following sentences: "During a safari you can see lions and zebras living 

free, instead of cooped up in a zoo."

What does the phrase "cooped up" most nearly mean?

A. yelled at

B. released in the wild

C. kept in a closed space

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Kevin saw something move  ____________ the guide stopped the car.

A. because

B. so

C. but

8. Which animal came to eat the leaves of a tall tree that was near Kevin?

9. Explain how Kevin's feelings about being close to wild animals change from the 

beginning to the end of the story. Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



An Adventure in Africa - Comprehension Questions

10. How would Kevin react if he saw a lion up close on the safari? Use evidence from 

the story to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Flip It

Flip It
by ReadWorks

"You're like the kitten in the litter that wakes up before all the others." Dad 

opened one eye and looked at me. I leaned in and licked his nose. "Argh! I 

thought you were going to give me a kiss on the cheek!" he said.

I wiggled under the sheets. "No, Dad! I'm a kitten, remember? You just 

said."

"That isn't quite what I meant," Dad said. He hugged me under the covers 

and asked what I wanted for breakfast, "Since you're up so early, may as 

well eat!"

"I want pancakes," I told Dad, as he lifted me onto the floor.

"Pancakes, eh? That's a big job for just one dad to take on," he said, 

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Flip It

spreading the quilt flat over the bed. "I am going to need some help."

At that, I stood still in my red pajamas with the train cars on them. Help Dad 

cook? Use the stove? I had gotten burned on the stove before, yanking the 

handle on a pan of bacon and splashing some grease onto my fingers. 

Suddenly I couldn't move. I wiggled my toes just to make sure I hadn't 

turned to stone.

"Meow," I said.

Dad seemed to notice that I was scared.

"It's okay, Jack. I'll help you, you know! But I can't do it all alone if we're 

going to make pancakes enough for a hungry kitten and his Dad, too!"

He took my hand and we walked downstairs together. In the kitchen, Dad 

took out ingredients from the pantry: flour, sugar, baking powder, oil. I 

opened the fridge and handed him milk and two eggs; the recipe only called 

for one, but I dropped one onto the floor.

"Never mind, kiddo, no big deal," Dad said, and handed me a rag to wipe up 

the yolk.

I cracked the other egg into the mixing bowl, and helped whisk the batter 

together while Dad heated up some oil in a skillet. I stood on my little 

footstool when he poured the first ladleful of pancake into the pan.

"Ready to flip it, Champ?"

"Dad! No! That's the scariest part! I got burned the last time I touched a 

pan!"

"Well, you won't ever get over it if you don't try again, will you? And this 
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happens to be the part of the pancake-making process where I need the 

most help."

Little bubbles began to pop in the middle of the pancake on the stove. The 

edges of it were turning brown. Dad handed me a spatula, and I squeezed 

the handle while I stared at my breakfast, about to burn unless I acted fast.

My stomach felt like it was full of little birds flapping about, and I 

remembered for a second the blister I got from the bacon grease burn. And 

then, with one hand, I gripped the handle of the skillet.

"I'm a chef!" I said, and flipped my pancake over with a slap and a sizzle as 

the uncooked side hit the pan.

"You did it!" Dad gave me a high-five. "You want to do the rest of them?"

"No," I said. I hopped from my stool and ran to set the table.
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Flip It - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What do Jack and his dad make for breakfast?

A. eggs

B. pancakes

C. bacon

2. What is Jack's main fear in the story?

A. turning into a kitten while playing

B. making pancakes that his dad won't like

C. being burned while making pancakes

3. Read the following sentences: "Help Dad cook? Use the stove? I had gotten burned 

on the stove before, yanking the handle on a pan of bacon and splashing some grease 

onto my fingers. Suddenly I couldn't move." Based on this evidence, what conclusion 

can you make?

A. Jack wants to help his dad cook.

B. Jack is scared to use the stove.

C. Jack wants to cook more bacon.

4. How does Jack most likely feel about cooking with the stove by the end of the story?

A. Jack doesn't feel scared.

B. Jack still feels a bit scared.

C. Jack is excited.

5. What is this story mostly about?

A. A boy flips a pancake even though he is afraid.

B. A boy gets burned while cooking pancakes.

C. A boy and his dad cook bacon and eggs.
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6. Read the following sentences: "My stomach felt like it was full of little birds 
flapping around, and I remembered for a second the blister I got from the bacon 

grease burn. And then, with one hand, I gripped the handle of the skillet."

When Jack says that his stomach "felt like it was full of little birds flapping around," 

what does he mean?

A. Jack means that he has real birds in him.

B. Jack means that he feels nervous.

C. Jack means that he is bored.

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Jack is scared to touch the pan and flip the pancake, ____ he does it anyway.

A. so

B. but

C. after

8. What was cooking when Jack burned his hand?

9. Why is Jack scared of touching the pan on the stove?
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10. In this story, is Jack brave? Why or why not?
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How Grandma Did Her Homework

How Grandma Did Her Homework
by Rachelle Kreisman

My grandma picks me up after school. She takes care of me while my parents are at work. Grandma is 

always interested in my homework.

Today, I had to use the computer to do my homework. First, I went on the Internet to find out about how 

bears live in the winter. Then I typed up a report. Grandma said, "Such progress!" I asked her what she 

had meant. She told me about how computers have changed everything. "Computers have even changed 

the way kids do homework," she said. Grandma told me that when she was a girl, people did not have 

computers at home.

"Well, how did you look up information?" I asked Grandma. She told me that she went to the library and 

read books about the information she needed to learn. If she needed help with homework, she asked her 

mother. Her mom was home every day. 

When my parents come home, I will be excited to tell them what Grandma said. Things sure have 

changed since Grandma was a girl!
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How Grandma Did Her Homework - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. The character telling this story is the narrator. Why does the narrator have to use a 

computer?

A. to look up something for Grandma

B. to do homework

C. to send a message to his or her parents

2. Who is one of the main characters in this story?

A. the narrator's mom

B. Grandma's mom

C. Grandma

3. "Things sure have changed since Grandma was a girl!" 

What evidence in the story supports this statement?

A. Grandma takes care of the narrator after school because the narrator's parents are at 
work.

B. The narrator uses a computer to look up information, but Grandma used books and 
the library.

C. Grandma says, "Such progress!" Then the narrator asks Grandma what she means. 

4. What is a similarity between the narrator and Grandma as a girl?

A. They both needed to look up information.

B. They both asked their mom for help with homework.

C. They both had to type up reports about bears for school.

5. What is the theme of this story?

A. People should spend more time with books and less time with computers.

B. Things change over time.

C. Looking up information can be very interesting.
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6. Read this paragraph from the story.

"When my parents come home, I will be excited to tell them what Grandma said. Things 

sure have changed since Grandma was a girl!"

Why might the author have used an exclamation point?

A. to contrast Grandma and the narrator

B. to suggest that computers have made the narrator's life better

C. to show how excited the narrator is

7. Grandma did not have a computer, _______ she used the library and books to look 

up information.

A. so

B. but

C. because

8. According to Grandma, what has changed the way kids do homework?

9. Using information from the story, explain how computers have changed the way kids 

do homework. 
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10. Grandma says that computers have changed everything. Is Grandma right? Support 

your answer with evidence from the story.
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Taken from http://www.fcrr.org/Curriculum/curriculumForParents.shtm 

 

       2nd Grade 

          Literacy Ideas for Families 
 

1. Create a special workspace and schedule daily quiet time for your child to do 
his/her homework from school. Be sure this is a time you are available to help if 
needed. 
 
2. Schedule 15 minutes of special time everyday to listen to your child read. 
 
3. Go to the school library, public library, or to the local bookstore once each 
week and read a new book together. Read the title then look at the cover and 
pictures inside. Ask your child to predict what the book is about. After reading the 
book, review prediction then ask about the characters, setting, problem and 
solution. 
 
4. Fact or Opinion Game: The parent says a sentence to the child then asks 
whether it is a fact or opinion. Ex: The weather is nice. (Opinion) A dog can bark. 
(Fact) 
 
5. Encourage reading fluency by having your child read and reread familiar books. 
It can also be helpful to have your child read a short passage over several times 
while you record the time it takes. Children often enjoy seeing if they can improve 
their time from one reading to the next, and the repeated reading helps to 
establish a habit of fluent reading. 
 
6. Pick out a new vocabulary word from one of the books you are reading with 
your child. Talk about what it means then make up a sentence with the new word. 
Try to use the word again that week.  
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Review 
Lesson 1

The Rat in the Hat

See the big hat? It is Dad’s hat.

See the rat? The rat ran in the hat.

Did he fit in it? Did he sit in it?

And did he dig in it? Did he rip it?

He did fit in it. He sat in it.

And he hid in it. He bit it. He hit it.

Sad hat! It is a rag.

Dad is mad. I am sad.

Dad and I will fix it. Can we fix it?
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Review 
Lesson 2

A Picnic

 1. I will go on a picnic.

 2. Add Mom and Dad. Add Sis and Al. Al is my pal.

 3. Add my dog.

 4. Add gas in the van. We can fit in the van.

 5. Add a big box.

 Six. Fill the box. Add hot dogs and ribs and milk.
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 7. It will be hot. Add hats and a fan.

 8. We will be on a hill. Add a big mat. We will sit on it.

 9. Add a bat. Al can see me hit!

 10. We can go!
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Review 
Lesson 3

Dog and Cat

Bill: My cat sat on my lap and had a nap.

Jill: Did Dad’s dog see the cat?

Bill: Yes, so the cat ran and hid under the bed.

Jill: Did the dog go under the bed?

Bill: Yes, and the cat got on the bed.

Jill: Did the dog hop on the bed?

Bill: No, the dog got 2 legs on the bed. The cat ran off 

and the dog fell off the bed.

Jill: Tell me, has the dog got the cat yet?

Bill: No. My cat will not let him. 
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Review Lesson 4

On the Bus

Mom and I are on the bus. A man sits by us.

The man has a box on his lap. He has a pup in the 

box. A pup is a little dog. The man tells me he is a vet.

I see a kid get on the bus. He has gum on his lip, so 

his mom is mad. He gets the gum off and she hugs him.

We see a man run and get on the bus, but he hit his 

leg on the step. We see him rub his leg. He is OK.

It is fun on the bus. Why? I see a lot. 
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Review 
Lesson 5

What Is It?

Can you get bit?

Yes, you can.

Is it big?

Some are big and some are not.

Can it run?

Yes.

Will you see it in a web?

No.
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Is it a pet? 

Yes. You can have a lot of fun.

Will it sit on my lap?

Yes.

Can we pat it?

Yes.

Can it get on my bed?

Yes, if Mom and Dad will let it.

Will it come if you call it?

Yes.

Will it dig a lot?

Some dig a lot, but some do not.

Can it have a pup?

Yes.

What is it? 
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Review 
Lesson 6

Dad and Mom’s Job

I am at my Dad and Mom’s job. You can fill the van 

with gas. You can get wax to rub on the van. Here is a 

big map.

If that van has a bad hum, my Dad can fix it. Then it 

will run well.

You can come here from six a.m. to ten p.m. What do 

we sell? We have milk in a jug. Eggs are by the milk.

We sell ham in a can. You can get a hot dog on 

a bun.
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Some men come in to get gum. We have nuts. You 

will see them under the gum.

If the sun is hot, get this cap. If it is wet, get that 

big hat.

Mom will add up the bill. Then she will get you a bag.
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Review 
Lesson 7

A Pet Rat?

I want a pet. But I can not get a cat. I can not get 

a dog.

What? A rat! A rat is not a pet. A rat is bad.

It can run under my bed. It can rip up the rug.

A rat can get in my bathtub. It can mess up my van.

You can have fun with a rat. You can fix up this box 

for him. Put in a rag for his bed.

He will run in and out of that pot. He will run and run 

and run.
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The rat will play with a bag and rip it up.

You can let him out. Then he will run up your leg and 

sit on your lap.

Will this man get the pet rat? Why? Why not?

(2 of 2)
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Review 
Lesson 8

The Vet

If you have pets, the vet can help them. Your pet can 

have a shot and get pills.

My cat had a bad cut on his lip. My mom put the cat 

in its box. She shut the box. I sat by the box in the van.

We got to the vet. I sat with my cat on my lap. I like 

to pet him and hug him.

At last the vet saw my cat. Then she told me what to 

rub on his lip.
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I saw a dog that was not well yet. The bus had hit his 

leg and hip.

Some vets can help a pig. Some can help fish. Some 

will help a bat.

I want to be a vet. I will like that job.

(2 of 2)
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Review 
Lesson 9

Tell What It Is

Does it fit in a jet?

Yes, it will.

Can it be little?

Yes.

Do kids like it?

Yes, we do.

Will it have a quilt on it?

No, it will not have a quilt on it.

Can you put one on your lap?

Yes.

If you have a lot of them, can you put them in a 

big bag?

Yes, you can.
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Can we play ball with it and bat it?

No.

Can it rip?

Yes, but that is bad.

Can you zip it?

No.

Can you see fish and a ship in it?

Yes, it is fun to see what is in it.

Do we do math in it?

Yes. We can add in it.

If you have a lot of them, can you set them on 

a shelf?

Yes.

Tell what it is.

(2 of 2)
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Lesson 10

Play Ball

Sam, Ann, Dad, and Mom went to play ball. It 

was hot.

Dad said, “Mom and I will pitch and catch. You bat 

and run.”

Ann went to bat. Did she miss? No, she hit the ball and 

got a run.

Then Sam went to bat. Did he hit the ball and run 

fast? Yes, but he fell down. 

Mom saw the ball come to her. She ran up to it. Did 

she catch the ball and tag Sam? Yes, she did.
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“Let me pitch,” said Sam. Did he rub a little mud on his 

hands? Yes. Did he pitch? Yes. Dad hit the ball way out. 

Ann had to run for it.

They had a play-off. Did Sam and Ann win? Yes, ten 

to six.

Then they sat down and had some chips and nuts. It 

was a lot of fun.

(2 of 2)
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Review 
Lesson 11

The Fox and the Hen

A thin fox went out one day. He saw a pen. A big hen 

was in the pen.

“Mmm,” said the fox. “I will rob that pen. I will hop in 

and catch this fat hen.”

So he did. Then he ran off.

As the fox ran, the hen said, “Why me? What will I 

do? What can I do?”

Then she said, “Fox, I am not fat. I am thin. I am a 

bad lunch. You will not like me.”

The fox said, “Yes, I will!” As he said that, he let go of 

the hen.
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What did the hen do? A hen can fly up to a branch, 

and she did.

She sat on the branch and said to the fox, “No lunch 

for you!”

Think fast.

(2 of 2)
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Review 
Lesson 12

Jack and the Gold
Chapter 1

Jack had a wish for gold.

“I want to fill my hat with gold,” he said. So he put on 

his hat and off he went.

He met an ox. The ox said, “Get on my back and you 

will find gold.” They went on a path to a hill.

“I can not go up the hill,” said the ox. “You go on from 

here.” The ox left.

Jack did not see any gold. He sat down on a rock. 

Then he saw a red fox. The fox said, “Come with me and 

you will find gold.”
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The fox led Jack over a bridge and up the hill. At 

the top, the fox left him.

Jack saw no gold. “Where can I find gold?” he said. 

“I will not quit.”
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Review 
Lesson 13

Jack and the Gold
Chapter 2

Jack sat down on a log. He saw a bug on the log, but 

he did not sit on the bug. The bug said, “Go back down 

the hill and you will find gold.”

Jack ran down the hill and over the bridge. All he 

saw was a black dog. The dog was thin and sick. Jack fed 

the dog and sat with him.

Then, pop! There was an elf. The elf said, “I will let you 

have one wish.”

Jack said to himself, “I want gold, but I want this dog 

to get well.”

He said to the elf, “My wish is for this dog to get well.”
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The elf left. The dog ran here and there. “The dog got 

well!” Jack said.

Then the dog ran to some rocks and dug. There was 

gold—much gold!

“Quick! Dig down,” Jack said. “We can fill my hat 

with gold.”

And so they did.

(2 of 2)
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Review 
Lesson 14

Our Bird Dish
Chapter 1: Putting Up the Dish

Our class likes to see birds, so we got a big flat dish 

and some long string. Then we hung the dish out. That is 

our bird dish.

We have a big bag of bird seed. We fill our dish with 

bird seed. We add some nuts in shells. We mix them all in 

the dish.

Many birds come and land on the edge. They peck 

at the nuts and seeds.
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Which birds do we see? One little bird likes to sing. It 

is a finch. It has tan wings. We can see red on its chin and 

neck and back.

Some birds do not come to our dish. If they want to 

catch a rat, they will not come. If they want to find a bug, 

they do not come here. If a bird likes to catch fish, it will 

not get our seeds. A duck will not come.
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Review 
Lesson 15

Our Bird Dish
Chapter 2: Seeing the Birds

Birds come to our hanging dish. We put bird seeds 

and nuts in the dish.

Some birds are quick. They fly to the dish. We see 

them picking up a nut. Then they fly up to a branch. 

We see them sitting on the branch. They are pecking at 

the shell.

Some birds get a seed and fly off. They may be 

getting seeds for a chick.
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We see many birds sitting on the edge of the dish. 

Some hop in the dish to get seeds. Then a lot of seeds fall 

out of the dish. Some fall down under the dish, and birds 

fly down to get them.

When we are checking and filling the dish, we pick up 

the nut shells that fell. We may see bird tracks in the mud. 

It is fun to have a bird dish. 

(2 of 2)
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Lesson 1

The Helping Dog
Chapter 1: Ron and Lab

Ron is a man. He can not see. He has a dog to help 

him. The dog is a Lab. Ron calls him Lab.

When Ron has to go out, he puts straps on Lab. The 

straps are on Lab’s chest and his back and under him.

Ron gets Lab’s little rug into his pack and zips it up. 

He picks up his pack. He puts Lab’s straps in his left hand. 

Then he tells Lab to go.
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As they go, Lab helps Ron. When Lab goes, Ron will 

go. When Lab stops, Ron will stop. If Lab sees a box in the 

way, he will help Ron go by the box. Lab gets Ron out of 

the way so Ron will not trip.

When Lab sees a dog, he will not run. He will not sniff. 

He will not play with the dog. He will stay by Ron.
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Lesson 2

The Helping Dog
Chapter 2: To Ron’s Job

Lab helps Ron go to his job. They have to cross to the 

bus stop. If a truck comes, Lab stops fast. He will not let 

Ron go on. When the truck goes by, then Lab lets Ron go.

They get to the bus stop. When the bus comes, they 

step up into the bus. Ron sits down at the front. Lab sits 

next to him.

A man on the bus tells Ron when to get off. When 

they come to Ron’s stop, Lab helps Ron step down off 

the bus.
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Then they go on to Ron’s job. Ron sits down at his 

desk. He gets the little rug from his pack. He puts it down 

flat. Lab has a nap on the rug by Ron’s desk.

Lab helps Ron go to lunch and then back to his job. 

At last Ron can go. Ron checks Lab’s straps. Then they go 

back on the bus.
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Lesson 3

The Helping Dog
Chapter 3: Lab Can Play

Lab and Ron are back from Ron’s job. Ron puts down 

his pack and gets the straps off Lab.

Then Ron gets Lab his dish. Yum! Lab licks his dish. 

Then he gets a drink.

“You can play,” says Ron.

Lab has a sock which he likes to tug on with Ron. He 

is strong. He will not let go. When Ron gets the sock, Lab 

grabs it from Ron’s hand.

Then Lab sits on Ron’s lap. Ron says, “You are my Lab 

on a lap! You are the best dog! I can trust you, and you 

are fun!” Ron hugs Lab.
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Ron says, “Stand still.” Ron brushes Lab with a dog 

brush. He pats him.

Then Ron goes to bed. He has Lab’s rug next to his 

bed. Lab stretches and then rests on the rug.

When Lab helps Ron see, Lab is not a pet, but when 

he plays with Ron, he is a pet.
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Lesson 4

The Smelling Test

Sniff was the class pet. The class fed Sniff and played 

with him. Sniff was a rat.

Why was he called Sniff? He liked to smell things. Rats 

can smell things we can’t smell. When the class let him out, 

he went under all the desks sniffing.

The class had a plan to test Sniff’s smelling. They put 

a bit of lunch in a bag. They put the bag in a can with 

no top. They put the can in a big box. They put the box 

at the end of a long shelf. They added little boxes on the 

shelf and put a ramp from a little box up to the big box. 

Then they lifted Sniff up to the shelf.
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Sniff smelled that lunch. He passed the little boxes, 

went up the ramp, and got into the big box. He went in 

the can and got into the bag. Here was his lunch. He sat 

up on his back legs and bit into it.

The class said Sniff did well on his smelling test. 

(2 of 2)
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Lesson 5

The Bug’s Trip

A little bug wished to see what was going on in class. 

So with a little buzz, he went in.

He landed on a shelf. The class was doing math.

“Well, well,” said the bug, “I will go to a desk.”

He buzzed down to Kim’s desk. She was quick at math. 

She liked math.

Then the bug went to Bill’s desk.

“No, Bill, no,” said the bug. “Six plus six is not ten. Check 

it, check it.”

Then he buzzed to Mac. Mac was not adding. Mac 

was thinking of P.E. He was thinking of pitching and 

catching. He was thinking, “We will win. I will get lots of 

hits and runs.”
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“Do math, Mac. Quit thinking of P.E.” said the bug.

On to Ling’s desk. She had her hand up to ask for 

help. She was humming, too.

“This is fun,” said the bug. “What is next? Here is the 

class frog.” The bug saw its strong legs. He saw the frog 

jump from rock to rock in its box.

Just then Kim said, “The frog can have his lunch.”

“Lunch for the frog?” said the bug. “Not me! Class was 

fun but I must go! Fast!”
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Lesson 6

Birds That Can’t Fly
Chapter 1: Penguins

Penguins are birds. They have wings, but they can not 

fly. They use their wings to swim. They dive down in the 

water to chase fish. Penguins catch fish for food.

Penguins can walk. They can slide, too. When they 

come to a hill, they slide down.

Penguins do not make a nest. The mother will lay one 

egg. She puts it on the father’s feet. The father will take 

care of it.

Is the egg safe? Yes. It is under a thick flap of skin.

The father stands close to other fathers so the egg 

will not get cold. The father will take care of it for a long 

time. Then the chick hatches.
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While the egg is with the father, where is the mother? 

She walked more than a mile to the water. She ate many 

fish. Then she came back.

The mother has food for the chick. The chick puts its 

bill in the mother’s bill. She spits up food for her chick.

The father has not had any food for a long time. He 

is quite thin. He walks a long way to the water. There he 

catches many fish. Then he goes back with more food for 

the chick.
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Birds That Can’t Fly
Chapter 2: The Ostrich

One bird that can’t fly is the ostrich. It walks on long, 

strong legs. It can run very fast when it has to.

An ostrich is 8 feet tall. It sees well. It’s so tall that it 

can see a long way.

The ostrich lives in a hot land. What food does it like? 

It likes grass and small plants.

When it is time for the eggs, the father will make a 

nest in the sand. The nest is quite wide.

The mother and father take care of the eggs. They 

share the job. The mother sits all day. At the end of the 

day the father will take over.
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What size are the eggs? They are more than six 

inches long. The shell is very thick. When it is time to 

hatch, the chick has to peck for two days to get out.

The chick can walk in one day. It can find food. 

Chicks like grass.

The sun can get very hot. Then the chicks stay under 

the mother’s wings for shade.

If an ostrich is safe, it can have a long life. It can live 

to be 70.
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Animals Can Smell

Can animals smell? Yes, they can smell very well.

Dogs can track smells. A man walks a long way and 

gets lost. A dog can sniff something that the man wore, 

like his socks. The dog will track that smell for miles. If the 

man has been lost for a long time, the dog can still track 

the smell.

Pigs smell well. They use their noses to dig holes. They 

can find what they smelled. A pig uses smell to find food.
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A vampire bat smells quite well. It likes to be with 

other bats. When a bat lands next to other bats, it will 

sniff them.

Vampire bats fly out to look for an animal to bite. 

They use their smell to find the animal.

Fish do not have noses, but they can smell. Many fish 

live where they can’t see. There is no sunshine way down 

in the water. Fish chase other fish by smelling them.

Fish can smell when they are not safe. If a big fish 

bites a small fish, the smell scares the other small fish. They 

swim off.

Many animals can smell much more than we can.
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Our Camping Trip

I go camping with my mom and dad and my little 

brother Pete. We have been camping many times. Mom 

drives us.

When we get to the campsite, we put up our tents.

We like to take hikes. Mom takes our lunches. Pete 

rides on Dad’s back. The best hikes are when the sun 

shines. Sometimes we rent bikes and go on long rides.

At the end of the day Dad makes a campfire. We 

play games and tell jokes. Then we go to bed in the tent. 

Sometimes it’s very hot, and sometimes it’s cold.

When the sun rises my father wakes up. He makes the 

fire. He likes to fry eggs in a pan over the fire.
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One day we walked two miles to a large lake. I like to 

swim. Dad dives under me and flips me up. What a splash!

Pete just wades. He picks up small stones and saves 

them. He waves to Dad and me. Dad and I swim in to 

shore. Then I play in the sand with Pete.

We hate to go home.
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Dog and the Bone

One day a black and white dog was carrying home 

a bone. It was a fine bone with bits of ham.

After a while Dog came to a bridge. He walked on to 

the bridge. Then he looked over the edge, and what did 

he see? A dog.

He said to himself, “There is a black and white dog 

just like me. He is biting on a bone just as I am. It is a fine 

bone just like mine. He’s staring at me. He’s not smiling. I 

bet he’s hoping to get my bone.”

Dog walked on. Then he looked into the water again. 

There was the same dog and he still had the bone.

(1 of 2)



SIPPS® Extension Level  © Developmental Studies Center and John Shefelbine

Lesson 10

Dog said to himself, “I want that bone. I want both 

bones. I do not like sharing.”

He looked again. “I think I’m scaring him. I will jump 

in and take his bone.”

So Dog jumped in. He landed with a splash and 

dropped his bone. The bone sank. It was lost. Dog could 

not find the other dog. He could not find the other bone.

If you want too much, everything is lost.
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My Fine Kids

What went on in my life? I will tell you.

This was on my wedding day. I wore a long white 

dress. I was carrying white roses. We are just biting into 

the wedding cake.

These are our children.

Dave ran and swam and played ball. Here he is 

running. His father is timing him. Dave did his best when 

someone was timing him. Here he is diving.

Then we had twins, June and Bob. Twins, but not the 

same. No, no!
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June was saving rocks and stones. She had all sizes of 

rocks—large and small. Here is June with a friend. Look 

at those piles of rocks. Every day June was trading rocks 

with her friend.

And Bob! What a child! If something was not safe, he 

wanted to try it. One day he went sliding down the hill 

and broke his hand. Then he was skating. He slipped and 

broke his leg. He was riding his bike and crashed.

Here he is with a snake. He is waving at me! Every 

day he was bringing home wild things and caring for 

them. Look at these frogs. One day he put a frog down 

June’s back. He was joking, but I was not smiling then!

We had a fine life.
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Going to School

My mother, my father, my brother, and I came to the 

U.S.A. It was a long trip. I missed my old friends. When 

we got here, I had to go to school.

The day I went to school was bad for me. I woke up 

and I was scared. I got dressed. My mother made my 

lunch. I did not want to be late.

My father drove me to the school. While I was riding, 

I saw kids walking with their friends. I wished I had 

friends here.

I was scared to go into the school, but I had to. My 

father said, “It’s going to be fine.” He smiled and waved 

to me.
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At lunch one of the kids smiled at me. She spoke 

to me. She saved some of her lunch, and she shared it 

with me. I hoped that she would be my friend.

After that day, school was OK for me.

I sit next to my friend. Every day I walk home with 

her. My mother lets me go to her home. We talk and play 

games. We play with her dog.

My brother is 15. He likes school very much. He got 

two prizes in school. I hope I can, too.
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 1: A Cat Named Cat

Jane and Rick had one cat. She was black and 

white. She had lived with them for a long time. Her name 

was “Cat.”

Rick and Jane saved a rope for games with Cat. 

When Jane waved the rope in front of Cat, Cat jumped 

up for it. Rick set the rope on the rug and pulled it. Cat 

chased the rope.

When Mom was making fish for lunch, she put some 

on a plate for Cat. Then she called, “Cat, I’m sharing my 

fish with you. Taste this!” Cat ate every bite.

One day Dad came home with a shopping bag. 

“I have two gifts for Cat. Look at these,” he said. He 

was smiling.
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In the bag there was a ball. The ball had a little bell 

inside it.

“You said two gifts. Are you hiding one more?” 

asked Rick.

Dad picked up the shopping bag. He twisted it. He 

dropped it on the rug.

“This bag is the other gift,” said Dad. “Which one will 

she play with?”

Cat chose the twisted bag.

“Look,” said Jane. “She’s shaking it.”

Then Cat stopped and looked at the ball. She poked 

it with her nose. The bell rang. She poked it again.

“There you go, Cat,” said Dad. “Have fun!”

(2 of 2)



SIPPS® Extension Level  © Developmental Studies Center and John Shefelbine

Lesson 14

The Story of Cat
Chapter 2: Cat’s Games

Jane and Rick had a cat named Cat. They would take 

care of Cat. They played with her.

Cat liked the ball that Dad gave her. When she poked 

it with her nose, the bell rang.

Rick would take the ball and hide with it. While he was 

hiding, he would shake the ball. The bell rang. Cat wanted 

to see where the bell was. She would come and find Rick.

Cat liked one thing that dogs like to do. Some dogs 

like to fetch. Toss a stick into a lake. The dog will get it 

while you stand on shore. He swims back and drops it by 

your side. He is hoping that you will toss it one more time.

Cat did not swim in lakes. Many cats do not like to be 

in water. But there was one game of fetch that Cat liked.
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Some milk comes in a plastic jug with a cap on top. 

Jane was saving those plastic caps. She used them in 

the game.

Jane tossed the milk cap on the rug. Cat fetched it. 

She dropped it close to Jane. Jane tossed it again. They 

played the same game many times.

When Cat was tired of the game, she just stepped 

over the cap and walked off.
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 3: What Cat Saw

When the sun was shining, Cat went outside. She liked 

a gate next to some roses. She would sit on top of the 

gate for a long time.

“When Cat sees a bird, she does not chase it. Why 

not?” Jane asked.

Rick said, “Cat is old. She can run, but not very fast.”

Jane said, “I think she likes taking naps. She likes the 

hot sun shining on her too.”

One day Cat was not inside. She wasn’t on the gate. 

Rick and Jane looked all over.

They called out, “Cat, are you hiding? Are you just 

waking up? Are you playing?”
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Rick and Jane went out to look for Cat. They were 

hoping that she was safe, but they felt scared. Was she lost? 

Had she been hit by a truck? Why wasn’t she at home?

At last they saw Cat.

“There she is!” said Jane. “She is OK.”

But Cat would not come to them. She was watching a 

mother cat with a cute kitten.

The mother was chasing her kitten. Then the kitten 

chased his mother. After a while they stopped. They were 

taking a rest. The kitten lay next to his mother. The mother 

licked her kitten.

Jane asked, “Why is Cat watching those cats?”

Rick said, “I think Cat likes kittens.”

Lesson 15
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 4: The Bike Ride

One day Mom said, “Let’s take a bike ride. Cat, we will 

leave you home this time.”

Dad packed a snack of chips and cheese. Jane 

and Rick got the bikes. They left home and rode down 

the street.

A man was selling peaches, so Mom stopped. He had 

beans, peas, and greens, too. Mom said, “We would like 

nine peaches, please. What a treat!”

Then they came to a steep hill. Dad said, “Don’t speed 

down this hill.”

“We won’t go too fast,” said Rick.
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But Rick was riding fast. He did not see a stone in the 

street. His front wheel hit the stone, and Rick crashed. The 

bike fell over. Rick’s cheek was bleeding a little. His sleeve 

was ripped.

“Are you OK?” asked Mom.

Rick sat still for a while. He wiped his cheek. Then he 

reached for his bike.

“I feel fine,” he said. “Let’s go.”

Just then, Jane saw a basket near a tree. She looked 

inside. There were two kittens sleeping on a pile of rags!

There was a note next to the kittens. It said, “Free to a 

good home.”

Jane asked, “What does the note mean?”

Dad said, “It means you can keep the kittens, but you 

must take good care of them.”

Lesson 16
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 5: Can We Keep Them?

Rick asked, “Why would someone need to give these 

kittens up? They are so cute. They look very clean.”

Mom said, “I will read the back of the note.”

I have three cats. I can’t take care of any more.

These kittens are six weeks old. They can eat meat.

The vet gave them all their shots.

Jane said, “These kittens are so sweet. We could give 

them a home. Please, can we keep them? Rick and I will 

feed them.”

Mom said, “You do take care of Cat very well.”

Dad asked, “Do we need more cats?”
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“Cat wants kittens,” said Rick. “They can chase each 

other. They can play hide and seek. All three of them can 

sleep in the same basket.”

Mom and Dad were thinking. At last Mom said, “OK. 

We will take the kittens home.”

Dad leaned down to pick up the kittens. He smiled. He 

said to them, “Did you hear that? You are coming to live 

with us. I bet you feel glad!”

They all rode back. When they were near home, the 

kittens woke up. They peeked out of the basket.

Cat was sitting on the gate. She saw the kittens. The 

kittens gave a little squeak.

“Here is someone to meet you!” said Mom.

Lesson 17
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 6: What Will Cat Do?

Would Cat like the kittens? Would she want to hurt 

them? Some cats will hurt the kittens of other cats.

Dad walked to the gate. The kittens were sitting up. 

Everyone watched Cat.

At first, Cat got up on her feet. She turned to look at 

the kittens. She curved her back. Then she hissed.

The kittens saw her teeth. One jumped out of the 

basket and landed in the dirt. The other jumped on Dad’s 

shirt and then fell on his feet.

Cat came over to the kittens. She hissed one 

more time.
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Then Cat stopped hissing. She came close and sniffed 

each kitten. Then she licked their soft fur. The kittens 

curled up next to Cat. They purred and purred.

“They feel safe,” said Mom. “Their fur will be neat 

and clean.”

“Cat likes them,” said Jane. “I am glad she didn’t hurt 

them. When do you think they will play?”

Rick said, “First it’s time to feed them.” He put some 

meat on a plate. Jane put milk in a dish. She and Rick 

watched the kittens eat.

The kittens ate most of the meat. They lapped up all 

of the milk.

“The kittens liked their first meal here,” said Jane.
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The Story of Cat
Chapter 7: The Best Names

After the kittens ate their meal, they wanted to play. 

First they ran in the dirt by the tree. Then one kitten 

played with a leaf. The other kitten chased a bee.

The kittens sniffed the roses. One ran under a green 

fern. (A fern is a plant.) Cat watched them and purred.

“What will we call the kittens?” asked Dad. “We need 

two names.”

Jane held the kittens close to her cheek. She said, 

“Their fur feels so soft. Let’s call them Sweet and Cute.”

Dad said, “You have to give them everything they 

want. King and Queen.”

“King and Queen! You must be joking,” said Mom. 

“The kittens are too little for those names.”
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Just then one kitten sneezed.

“Sneeze and Squeeze,” said Mom.

Jane said, “Look! The kittens are playing a game. It 

looks like Catch Me. They are taking turns chasing each 

other. First they run here. Then they go there. Turn here. 

Turn back. Look at them zigzag.”

“That’s it!” said Rick. “Let’s call them Zig and Zag. They 

like to zigzag in the dirt and grass.”

From then on, the kittens had names. Everyone liked 

Zig and Zag. Cat seemed to smile, too.

The End
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The Firefighters
Chapter 1: The Fire Bell Rings

Rose was a firefighter. In that job you have to be 

ready all the time. When a call for help comes in, you 

have to move fast.

One time the fire bell rang when Rose and the 

other firefighters were eating lunch. They had to leave 

their lunch.

Rose pulled on her turn-outs. Turn-outs are thick 

clothes with wide stripes that shine in the dark. Her turn-

outs and hard hat help keep her safe from fire, heat, and 

falling sparks.

Rose got a print-out telling her where the fire was. 

She ran to the truck, got in, and started the truck.
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Her friends were running to the other trucks. The 

ladder truck is so long that two people must drive, one in 

the front cab, and one in the back cab. Vic drove in the 

front. Lee sat in the back cab. He steered by turning the 

rear wheels.

Rose drove fast but she watched the streets. When 

cars hear the fire trucks and see them flashing, they must 

move to the side while the fire trucks pass.

Rose was asking herself, “What will this fire be like?”

Far off she saw black smoke. As they got near, she 

saw the red flames rising.
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The Firefighters
Chapter 2: Fire at a Store

This time the fire was at a store. With horns honking 

the trucks rushed into the parking lot.

The firefighters pulled the hoses off the trucks and set 

them up. Rose started to pump the water.

Vic and Lee put the ladder up and went to the top of 

the store. They cut holes to let the heat out.

Jack and Pat had to check to see if people were still 

inside the burning store. They put on smoke masks and 

wore tanks with tubes for breathing. They went into the 

store. It was dark and full of smoke. Inside they did find 

two very scared people. Pat and Jack led them out.
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When a fire seems to be out, it can still be burning 

in some parts of the walls. Jack felt for warm spots on 

the walls. Then he chopped holes with his ax to look for 

more fire.

At last the fire was out. Pat set up large fans to clear 

the smoke out of the store.

Everyone lifted up the hoses to let the water run out. 

They put the hoses back on the truck.

Two firefighters were left near the store to watch for 

more fire, but it did not start up again.
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The Firefighters
Chapter 3: Back from the Fire

The firefighters rode back from the fire. Rose backed 

the truck in. She parked it so she would not have to back 

out for the next fire. Backing out takes too much time.

They felt tired, but they could not stop to rest yet. First 

they had to clean up to be ready for the next call.

They checked the first aid kit. They got the used air 

tanks off the truck and put on full ones.

Jack cleaned the smoke and dirt off of the ax and 

fans. Vic and Lee put clean spare hoses on the truck.

At last they could rest.

“We did a great job today,” said Rose.
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“Let’s eat,” said Lee.

“It’s your turn to make the meal,” said Vic.

Lee and Rose fixed pork, beef, and other meat. They 

heated up greens, corn, and peas. They served beans 

and cheese in a large dish. The meal was ready, and 

everyone sat down. After all that work, they like to eat!

Then they watched TV and played games. When 

bedtime came, they put their turn-out pants next to 

their beds. If the fire bell rang again, they would wake 

up, pull their pants on fast, and run to the trucks.
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The Firefighters
Chapter 4: Clean Up Again

The firefighters had work to do each day.

Lee and Vic kept the fire truck clean and neat. They 

squirted it with water and scrubbed the dirt off. They 

cleaned the wheels and tires. Vic was the one who liked 

to make the truck shine. He rubbed the water off with 

a cloth.

“No water spots on this truck!” said Vic with pride.

Rose and Jack did the hard part of cleaning up. The 

hoses they used at the fire had a lot of dirt and smoke 

on them. If dirt is left on the hoses for a long time, the 

dirt will rub the hoses and make holes in them. Then the 

water will leak out.
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The hoses were very long and hard to lift. First Rose 

and Jack stretched them out and laid them next to each 

other. They sprayed water on top and brushed the dirt 

off with a large brush.

Then they turned all the hoses over and brushed the 

other side. They sprayed the hoses again. Then they lifted 

the hoses on to racks. Hoses will dry in one or two days.

When will the next call come in? The firefighters are 

ready! They are brave. They like helping people. They like 

their work.
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